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  Dear Tutors, volunteers,  

   and lovers of literacy,  

 

  The holidays are approaching.  We’ll be talking about “the 
perfect gift” really soon, if not already.  We already give the best gifts 
here at the literacy council.  We provide no-cost services to those in our 
community who want to improve their lives through education and 
literacy.  What a wonderful service in and of itself!  

 There is also something else in what we do—YOU do—that often 
goes unspoken.  Throughout the past eight months, statistics on declining 
mental health have been alarming.  Nobody can agree on most things 
Covid-related, but all research seems to agree that it has taken a mental 
toll on the American public.  In one report by the Henry J. Kaiser Family 
Foundation, by May people reporting Anxiety and Depression had climbed 
to 34.5% above the national daily average.  By July it was up to 40.1%.  I 
can’t even imagine what it is now, or what it will be as the holidays get 
closer!  I won’t even get into the skyrocketing numbers in similar 
categories: severe depression, suicide risk, domestic violence... 

 So why am I telling you all this? Because embedded in your literacy 
lessons—in all that reading and writing, patiently pronouncing words over 
and over again, and teaching nouns from verbs (again!)—you are providing 
HOPE.  You are giving people something to hold on to, something to build 
a future upon, something that empowers them and drives them in a time 
when so many of us feel isolated and helpless.  Your weekly commitment, 
whether in-person or virtually,  reminds those who may be feeling most 
vulnerable that someone cares, that someone sees value in their lives and 
in their futures: HOW AMAZING IS THAT???   

 So sit back with a hot toddy, put your feet up on the ottoman, 
because you have already given the perfect gift this year: yourself!  

       ~Until next month, Susan 



The MCLC office will be 

CLOSED December  21st  

through January 4th!  

We will re-open Tuesday, 

January 5, 2021 @ 

9:00am!  

Introducing… Punch Cards! 

Starting in January, your student will receive a punch card! 

They will get a “punch” for every tutoring session they attend for 

3rd quarter!  If they have TEN punches at the end of the quarter, 

their card goes in the hat for a grand prize drawing!   

Thank you Marian Maroney!  

For purging, rearranging, sort-

ing and cleaning shelves in the 

Resource room!  

You can get personalized reading comprehension exer-

cises for your student  at www.readtheory.org 

Check it out! It’s Free! 

QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORTS 

DUE DECEMBER 31st!   

Writing prompt for 
December….. 

Lights 

December’s Homophones:  

Stair & Stare 

New & Knew 

Food Drive! Now through December 12th ! Help us collect non-

perishable food items for Moore Buddies Mentoring families!  

There is a box under the table where you sign-in!    



My student rarely speaks during our tutoring 

sessions.  Am I talking too much?   
 

Uh oh!  My experience has been that when tutors ask this 

question, they already suspect the obvious answer: yes, you are! 
 

 But how do you know how much to say when you have so much to tell? Herein lies the 

problem!  As the tutor, you are indeed the one who has to seize those teachable moments; you 

are the one who has to ask questions to measure comprehension.  But, at the end of the 

session, if your voice has dominated the learning time, it might be time for a tutoring  tune-up. 
 

 Why?  Simply put: students just can’t learn that way!  In the article Am I Talking When 

Students Could Be Talking (or Thinking, Brainstorming, Reading or Writing),  a learner’s 

ability to absorb information is compared to an empty jar.  Once that jar is full, or in this case, 

once your student’s “info capacity” has been reached during a session, nothing else will be 

learned.  Think about the old expression “in one ear and out the other”.  After awhile, sitting and 

listening is no longer stimulating the brain to think but doing just the opposite: it begins to search 

for stimulation from elsewhere.  During a session, students need to physically move (writing!), 

they need to hear their own voice (reading!), and they need to make critical thinking decisions 

based on the lesson (oral discussion!).  As explained in the article, “the more students interact 

and use the language, the better they get at it.”  And the better their self-confidence will be when 

they grow and learn from their own mistakes!   
 

 So, when does a tutor need to talk?  When you EXPLAIN new content, when giving 

INSTRUCTIONS for activities, when ASKING QUESTIONS to measure comprehension and 

encourage deeper thinking, ANSWERING their questions, and providing FEEDBACK. 
 

 There are creative alternatives to providing information orally, such as modeling: Show 

the student how to do it, then let them do it!  Let them put pencil to paper!  For example, model 

writing a sentence (as you explain its components) then ask them to do the same!  Sound out 

the letters of the word they are struggling to say or spell, then ask them to make those same 

sounds. Teachable moments come from doing, not from hearing someone talk about it!  
 

 Still can’t get them to open up?  Make sure you are patiently providing enough time for 

them to process and respond.  Did they clearly understand your question or instructions?  Do 

they feel confident enough to err in your presence without embarrassment?   They may think 

they are being courteous.  Talk to them and explain your expectation of their engagement! 
 

 Remember: compassion, respect, and enthusiasm will say far more than words ever will!  

 

To read the full article: https://www.literacymn.org/am-i-talking-when-students-could-be-talking-or-thinking-

brainstorming-reading-or-writing 

Ask Susan... 


